
Athletics at Webster 
In December 1983, Niel DeVasto sent a proposal to the university administration to 

establish an athletics program at Webster. In April 1984, approval was granted. 

DeVasto was named the program’s first Athletic Coordinator.  

 

The first sports offered in 1984 were: 

 

Men’s and women’s basketball  

Men’s soccer 

Men’s and women’s tennis 

Women’s volleyball 

 

Today Webster’s athletic program includes fourteen sports.  In 

addition to the sports listed above, athletes participate in:  

 

Men’s baseball 

Men’s and women’s cross-country 

Men’s golf 

Women’s soccer 

Women’s softball 

Men’s and women’s track and field 

 

Webster joined the NCAA Division III in 1985.  

 

In 1990, Webster began play in the recently established  St. Louis Intercollegiate 

Athletic Conference (SLIAC). 

 

In 1992, the University Center 

opened and became the permanent 

home for many of Webster’s sports. 

Niel DeVasto 



The Gorlok 

June 1984: the name Gorlok, derived from Gore and Lockwood Avenue in down-

town Webster Groves, is chosen as the name of the mascot. 

To the left is the winning design from a contest held in 

Fall 1984. 

The “standard” Gorlok makes nu-

merous appearances on behalf of 

the university. 

The “Fierce” Gorlok was created in 2008 for the exclu-

sive use of the Athletic Department. 



Soccer 

The first event played as part of the new intercollegiate athletic program was a 

men’s soccer match between Webster University and Washington University on 

September 1, 1984.  The game was played at Soccer Park. 

 

The men’s and women’s soccer teams both won the SLIAC championships in 

2009. 

Kyle Leifield 
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David Mueller 

Baseball and Softball 

Baseball was added in 1987.  The team garnered national attention for having a fe-

male player, Susan Perabo, who played second base on occasion. Softball was 

added in 1997 and became the first Webster team to make the NCAA III tourna-

ment in only its second year of existence. 



Sarah Bailey 

Volleyball 
Volleyball has been played at Webster for many decades and was one of the inau-

gural sports when the intercollegiate athletic program began in 1984.  Because of 

its longevity here, it’s fitting that volleyball was the first Webster team to win a 

SLIAC championship (1994). 



Tennis and Golf 

Lindsey Hays 

Jason Sullivan 

Tennis was one of the original sports when Webster started its athletic program in 

1984. Golf began as a club sport and then became a varsity sport in spring 1995. 



Track and Field &  
Cross Country 

Blake Harris 

Men’s and women’s track and field are the latest sports to be offered at Webster, 

joining the others in 2009.  Cross country was added in Fall 1985. 



Katy Meyer 

Basketball 
Basketball became an official sport with the establishment of the athletic program 

in 1984.  Home games are played in the Grant Gymnasium on the bottom level of 

the University Center. 



Hall of Fame 
In 2010, the Webster Athletics Hall of Fame was established “to honor those who 

reflect the athletic department mission of success in the classroom, community and 

the competitive arena.”  

 

The first group of five were inducted on January 

30, 2010. They included:  

 

Jerelyn (Guelker) Valin (volleyball) 

Pat McSheehy (men's soccer and baseball) 

Niki (Martinez) Tedoni (women's soccer) 

Jeff Reis (men’s basketball) 

Dr. Harry James Cargas (Cargas, who died in 1998, 

was the Athletic Director from 1988-1989) 

Dr. Harry James Cargas 


