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 Costume & Design for Theatre 

 
Emerson Library - Webster University December 2004 
 

 
This bibliography/guide lists selected reference books on costume, interiors, and design in the Emerson 

Library. Additional books may be found by searching the library catalog. It also includes suggested subject 
headings for catalog searching and tips for finding pictures and illustrations in books.  For websites on costume 
and design, visit the Passports Theatre page: http://library.webster.edu/theatre.html 
 

COSTUME  
 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS & DICTIONARIES 
 
Cassin-Scott, Jack. The Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Costume and Fashion From 1066 to the Present. 
Studio Vista: London, 1994.    REF GT 720 .C37 1994 
 
O'Hara, Georgina. The Encyclopaedia of Fashion.   New York: H.N. Abrams, 1986. REF GT 507 .O53 1986 
 
Picken, Mary Brooks. Fashion Dictionary: Fabric, Sewing, and Dress as Expressed in the Language of 
Fashion.   New York, Funk & Wagnalls [1957]  REF GT 507 .P52 1957 
 
Racinet, Albert. Historical Encyclopedia of Costumes. New York, N.Y. : Facts on File, 1988. 
REF GT 510 .R3313 1988 
 
Steele, Valerie (ed.).  Encyclopedia of Clothing and Fashion. New York: Scribner/Thomson, 2005. 
REF GT 507 .E53 2005 
 
Wilcox, R. Turner.  Dictionary of Costume. New York : Scribner, [1969] REF  GT 507 .W5 
 
Yarwood, Doreen.  The Encyclopedia of World Costume New York: Bonanza Books: Distributed by Crown 
Publishers, 1986. REF GT 507 .Y37 

 
COSTUME HISTORIES & SURVEYS 

 
Barsis, Max.The Common Man Through the Century. New York, Ungar [1973] GT 720 .B37 (stacks) 
 
Batterberry, Michael & Ariane. Fashion: The Mirror of History.  New York: Greenwich House, 1982. 
REF GT 511 .B37 1982 (stacks) 
 
Bruhn, Wolfgang & Tilke, Max. A Pictorial History of Costume.  New York : Arch Cape Press, 1988.   
REF GT 513 .B763 1988 
Contini, Mila. Fashion From Ancient Egypt to the Present Day. New York: Odyssey Press, 1965. 
REF GT 513 .C58 (stacks) 
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Corson, Richard. Fashions in Hair: The First Five Thousand Years.  New York: Hastings House, 1965. 
REF GT 2290 .C6 
 
Davenport, Millia. The Book of Costume.  New York : Crown Publishers, c1976. REF  GT 513 .D38 1976 
 
Fairservis, Walter Ashlin. Costumes of the East.  Riverside, Conn., Chatham Press; [distributed by Viking 
Press, New York, 1971] GT1370 .F3 (stacks) 
 
Historic Costume in Pictures. (Braun and Schneider) New York: Dover, 1975. 
REF GT 513 .H57 1975 
 
Lister, Margot. Costumes of Everyday Life: An Illustrated History of  Working  Clothes from 900 - 1910. 
Boston, Plays, inc. [1972]  REF GT 720 .L5 
 
Peacock, John. Chronicle of Western Fashion From Ancient Times to the Present Day.   
New York : H.N. Abrams, 1991. REF GT 511 .P42 1991 
 
Ribeiro, Aileen & Cumming,Valerie. Visual History of Costume. New York: Drama Book Pub., 1989. 
REF GT 733 .V57 1989 
 
Wilcox, R. Turner. The Mode in Costume.  New York, Scribner, [1958] REF GT 510 .W55 1958. 
 
Yarwood, Doreen. Fashion in the Western World 1500-1990.  New York: Drama Book Pub. 1992. 
REF GT 580 .Y37 1992 

 
SPECIAL PERIODS 

 
1897 Sears Roebuck Catalogue  New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1968. REF TS 199 .S432 1897 
Pictures of clothing, household items, horse drawn buggies, and a multitude of other items featured in the 
catalog give an interesting picture of life at the end of the nineteenth century. 
 
1927 Edition of the Sears, Roebuck Catalogue  [New York?] Bounty Books [c1970] 
REF  TS 190 .S482 1927 
 
Cunnington, C. Willett. Handbook of English Costume in the Sixteenth Century.   
Boston, Plays, inc. [1970]. REF GT 730 .C872 1970 
 
Cunnington, C. Willett. Handbook of English Costume in the 17th Century.   Boston, Plays, inc. [1972]  
REF GT 735 .C8 1972 
 
McClellan, Elisabeth. Historic Dress in America 1607-1870. Salem, N.H.: Ayer Co., Publishers, 1990. 
REF GT 607 .M23 1990 
 
A Visual History of Costume   New York: Drama Book Publishers, 1983-    
REF GT 733 .V57 1983 
Vol.  2. - The Seventeenth Century     
Vol. 3 - The Eighteenth Century       
Vol. 4 - The Nineteenth Century 
Vol. 5 - The Twentieth Century 
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Warwick, H.C. Pitz and Wyckhoff, A. Early American Dress :The Colonial and Revolutionary Periods.  
New York: Blom, 1965.  REF GT 605 .H64 (stacks) 

 
SPECIAL DRESS AND ARTICLES OF CLOTHING 

 
Mansfield, A.D. Ceremonial Costume: Court, Civil and Civic Costume from 1660 to the Present Day.   
Totowa, N.J.: Barnes & Noble Books, 1980.  GT1755 G7 M36 1980 (stacks) 
 
Martin, Linda The Way We Wore: Fashion Illustrations of Children's Wear 1870-1970.   
New York: Scribner, c1978.REF GT1730 .M39 
 
Wilcox, R. Turner. Folk and Festival Costume of the World. R. Turner Wilcox  New York, Scribner 
[1965]REF GT 510 .W54 
 
Wilcox, R. Turner. The Mode in Hats and Headdress. New York, C. Scribner's Sons, 1948 
REF GT 2110 .W5 1945 
 

MILITARY UNIFORMS 
 
Wilkinson-Latham. Robert. Infantry Uniforms Including Artillery and Other Supporting Troops of Britain 
and the Commonwealth 1742-1855.   Macmillan [c1969].  UC 485 .G7 W5 (stacks) 
 
Stibbert, Frederick. Civil and Military Clothing in Europe.  New York, B. Blom [1968]. REF GT 720 .S6813 
 
 

COSTUME BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
Jowers, Sidney Jackson. Theatrical Costume, Masks, Makeup and Wigs: A Bibliography and 
Iconography.  New York: Routledge, 2000.  REF PN 2067 .A1 K47 1979 

 
COSTUME SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 

 
Costume Society of America Membership Directory (annual with supplement)  REF GT 605 .D67  
 
Dress:  The Journal of the Costume Society of America  New York: Costume Society of America. 
(Shelved in stacks) 
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ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 
 
Aronson, Joseph. Encyclopaedia of Furniture. London: Batsford, 1989. REF NK 2205 .A7 1989 
 
Banham, Joanna, ed. Encyclopedia of Interior Design.  Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, c1997. 
REF NK 1165 .E48 1997 (2 vol.)   Entries on a range of subjects and individuals related to the history of 
interiors. Topics include room types, decoration and particular items of furniture. There are also survey articles 
relating to individual countries, periods and styles.   
 
Banister, Fletcher, Sir.  A History of Architecture. Boston: Architectural Press, 1996  
REF NA 200 .F63 1996. 
 
Calloway, Stephen, ed. Elements of Style : an [Sic] Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural 
Details, from 1485 to the Present  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996.  
REF NA2850 .E44 1996 (additional copy in the stacks) 
An illustrated encyclopedia of interior architecture and decoration. 
 
Cescinsky, Herbert. English and American Furniture.  Garden City, N. Y., Garden City Pub. Co. [c1929]. 
REF NK 2529 .C39 1929A 
 
Clifford, C.R. Period Furnishings : an Encyclopedia of Ornament. New York: Hall Publishing Co. 1949. 
REF NK 1710 .C6 1949 
 
Sennott, R. Stephen (ed.) Encyclopedia of Twentieth Century Architecture.  
New York: Fitzroy Dearborn, 2004.  REF NA 680 .E53 2002 (3 volumes) 
 
Visual Dictionary of Buildings.   New York: Dorling Kindersley, 1992. REF NA 31 .E97 1992 
 
 

DESIGN/TECH 
 
Briggs, Jody. Encyclopedia of Stage Lighting. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland, 2003.  
REF PN 2091 .E4 B66 2003. 
 
Cox, J. Stevens. An Illustrated Dictionary of Hairdressing and Wigmaking.  
London: Batsford Academic and Educational, 1984. REF TT 951 .S73 1984 
 
Mikotowicz, Thomas J.  Theatrical Designers: An International Biographical Dictionary.   
New Yor : Greenwood Press, 1992. REF PN 2096 .A1 T48 1992 
 
Boulanger, Norman C. & Lounsbury, Warren C. Theatre Backstage From A to Z. Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 1999. REF PN 2091 .M3 L68 1999 
 
Shelley, Steven. A Practical Guide to Stage Lighting. Boston: Focal Press, 1999. 
PN 2091 .E4 S52 1999 
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LC Subject Headings for Costume and Design 
 
The following Library of Congress subject headings will help you locate books in the library catalog. 
 
Subject Headings Dealing  
Specifically with Costume or Dress: 
Costume 
Clothing and Dress 
Church Vestments 
Costume Design 
Costume Designers 
Military Uniforms 
Clergy--costume 
Dressmaking 
Tailoring 
Cosmetics 
Fashion 
Jewelry 
Masks 
Theatrical Makeup 
 
 

 
Library of Congress Classification 

 
If you like to browse the shelves, here are some LC 
call number areas of particular interest to theatre 
students: 
PN 2000-3300  Dramatic representation. The 

theater 
NK   Decoration and Ornament, 

Interior decoration, Home 
decoration 

NA   Architecture 
GT 500-2370  Dress.  Costume 
TT   Dressmaking 
 
Oversize Shelves:  Picture books are often large 
books and may be shelved in a separate oversize 
area. Check oversize reference and oversize areas 
on level 3 and 4 in Emerson Library. 
 

Subject Headings for Architecture & Interiors 
Architecture, Domestic 
Dwellings 
Historic Buildings 
Interior Architecture 
Interior Decoration 
Furniture 
Furniture Making 
 
Helpful Headings for finding pictures of 
historical periods: 
United States--History--20th century 
United States--Social life and customs 
 
Subject Headings for Design 
Theaters—Stage-setting and scenery 
Stage lighting 
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Finding Books with Pictures & Photos: A Few Catalog Searching Tips: 
 
1. Use the LC (Library of Congress) subject term pictorial works in your search.   
e.g.  Combine the phrase pictorial works (a Library of Congress subdivision) with another key term.  
(The s: prefix targets a search of only the subject field of a record) 

s:Pictorial works and s:New York   will locate books about New York with pictures. 
 

 
 
 
 
2. Search for Time-Life Books. They are chiefly illustrated. 
 

 
 
 
 
3.  When examining the bibliographic description of a book, look for the abbreviation “ill.” in the record to 
indicate the book is illustrated. 
 
 

 
 
 
4. Pictures of dress and interiors may be found in books in a many subject areas (history, photography, art etc.)  
Popular magazines with illustrations and photos can also be a source for pictures of different modes of dress 
and interiors. 
 
 


