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Want to use a Web site in a paper but not too sure how reliable the 
information may be?  Before you use it ask yourself, IS IT … 

 
URRENT? When was the information posted/published?  Has it been 
revised or updated recently?  Is the information dated or timely?  Do 
the links work? 
ELEVANT? How well does the information relate to your topic or an-
swer your questions?  Who is the intended audience?  Is the informa-
tion  appropriate for college level research? 
UTHORITATIVE? Who is the author, source or sponsor?  What are 
the author’s credentials or the organization’s affiliations?  Is there con-
tact information (an email address?) and does it work? 
CCURATE? Is the information reliable?  Is it supported by evidence; 
are the sources cited?  Can you verify the info in another source?  Is 
the language unbiased?  Are there spelling or grammar errors? 
URPOSE CLEAR? Is the information intended to inform, teach, sell, 
entertain or persuade?  Is the information fact, opinion or propa-
ganda?  Are author’s/sponsor’s intentions clear? 
 

You can use many of the same criteria to evaluate print information, too.   
Once you’ve answered these questions you should be able to tell if the in-
formation you’ve chosen is reliable or … not!   
*This acronym was coined by Sarah Blakeslee at Meriam Library at Califor-
nia State University.  For her complete basic checklist, check out the Pass-
ports’ ‘Net Resources by Subject link for Evaluating Internet Resources. 

Discover CQ Researcher in the Spotlight 
Need to write a paper on a current issue in the news? Looking for a debate 
topic? Have to write a position paper on a social or political issue?  Here’s a 
Passports library database to help you. The CQ Researcher database offers 
weekly research reports on current news topics. Each report offers 
excellent, unbiased coverage with sections that provide an overview, 
chronology, outlook, pro/con points of view, and a bibliography for further 
research. 
A few recent report titles include Exporting Democracy, 
Alternative Fuels and Media Bias.  Give it a look for your 
next paper topic or just read it to be well informed on 
current issues!  CQ Researcher is available on Passports 
under the link for Online/Full-text Databases. 

HOW GOOD IS THAT WEBSITE IN MY WINDOW? 

Emerson Library 
Summer Hours 

(Central Daylight Time) 

 
May 31-July 31 

Mon-Thur   8am-10pm 

Fri          8am-6pm 

Sat         10am-6pm 
Sun          2pm-6pm       

July 2-4   Closed 
July 30-31 Closed 
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DESK 
Mon-Thur   9am-9pm 

Fri        9am-:30pm 

Sat        11am-4pm 
Sun         2pm-6pm 
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