“Idle Hour”
The first gymnasium at Webster was built in 1920 and named “Idle Hour”. Besides basketball and other sports, the building was used for numerous parties and
dances.
In the 1940s, the Webster Groves School District expressed interest in the property
on which the gymnasium was located, on the west side of Plymouth Avenue just
south of Lockwood. Webster eventually sold the land to the school district and
proceeded to build another gymnasium which it shared with Nerinx Hall for many
years.

Basketball Reigns Supreme
Basketball, or “basket-ball” as it was sometimes called, has almost always been
played at Webster. Games were scheduled with the other Catholic women’s colleges in the area, and there were always hotly contested matches among the Webster classes, such as Freshmen vs. Seniors.
From 1920 to the mid-1940s, basketball was played in the Idle Hour gymnasium.
The basketball hoop at one end was mounted over a fireplace, not your typical feature of most courts today.

Field Day
Field Day was held in the spring and featured a number of events from track and
field. It was often followed by an Athletic Association banquet at night.
Perhaps Webster’s most famous track and field participant was Elizabeth Wilde,
who participated in the 1932 Olympics in Los Angeles. She entered college in the
fall after the Olympics and graduated in 1936.

Running races down Plymouth Avenue.

Athletic Association
The Athletic Association sponsored varsity and intramural teams and various informal activities during the school year. Members were either from physical education classes or just students interested in having fun. There was something for everyone, such as vigorous games of tennis and field hockey, lessons in horseback riding at a local stable, and bridge tournaments for less active participants.
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Tennis
“The unbounded enthusiasm that the College girls are showing in
basket-ball and tennis is indeed remarkable.”
(student newspaper, October 22, 1920)

Early on tennis was a favorite activity among the students at Webster. As you can
see from the picture below, the tennis courts were conveniently located behind
Webster Hall in the early years. Later they were moved south of Big Bend near the
University Center.

Nerinx Gymnasium
The Nerinx gymnasium opened in 1947 and was used by both Nerinx Hall and
Webster University. The building was destroyed by fire in 1985.
Webster also rented the gym at Plymouth Junior High School from the Webster
Groves School District for a period of time. That building was later torn down to
make way for condominiums.
Webster finally got its own gymnasium when the University Center opened on
campus in 1992.

From the 1937 yearbook

One era ends...

1984: A new era begins

